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Friends of the

Fallbrook Library
Tom Mintun - Ex Oﬃcio
Together we have worked diligently to achieve
those goals by raising money through
memberships, fund raising, investments and the
truly awesome Bottom Shelf volunteers who
subject themselves to “vetting” by the County so
they can raise well over 60% of the funds
generated annually by the Friends. Those funds
are then used to support programs for children,
tweens, teens and adults throughout the year.

As I reflect upon my eleven-year association with
the Friends of the Fallbrook Library as the Director
of Facilities for two years and President for nine
years I have several thoughts I would like to share
1. First and foremost is my deep appreciation
for the support of the board members with
whom I have served.
2. Secondly, I never cease to be amazed by
the dedication and commitment of those
board members who have worked tirelessly
to make sure we were always seeking to
accomplish the sole purpose of the Friends’
corporation which is “the enrichment and
enhancement of the Fallbrook Branch of the
San Diego County Library and to assist the
function of the cultural facility in any manner
deemed beneficial by this corporation”.

In the area of enhancements and enrichments we
have been able to purchase new furniture,
refurbish old furniture, improve the landscaping
around the library, add to art in the library, provide
funding for concerts and art exhibitions, upgrade
the audio visual equipment, purchase new
computers for the Children’s Area and add new
tiles in the Poet’s Patio and the Donor Wall while at
the same time ensuring the maintenance of same.
The past two years have truly been a challenge
because so many of the things we strive to support
have been on hold due to Covid 19. As I enter my
new job of “ex officio” I am encouraged by the
return of a limited number of programs and the fact
that my replacement, Michael Starling, will
continue to fulfill the purpose of our corporation.
I truly wish to thank each and every member of the
board who has served with me for the past eleven
years and let them know how much I have
appreciated their contributions and support.

Tom Mintun,
President
Ex Officio

Donor Wall

Eva Marie Vargo, Mary Jo Bacik, Betsy Shultz, Carol Zaleski, Steve Lee, Sue Mintun, Tom Mintun

Dear Friend
It’s time to renew your 2022-2023
membership. During the pandemic and
library closure the fee was waived. Now our
wonderful library is returning to normal and
you can once again enjoy all the benefits of
membership!
You can remit the fee in the envelope
provided or use your credit card on the
website.
Please help us keep current. Let us know if
your phone, mailing address or email
address has changed.
We look forward to having you with us for

many years to come!
The FOFL Board of Directors
- Nancy Wilson, Membership Chairman

On July 20th, FOFL board members and the donor
wall mural artist Betsy Shultz, gathered to unveil
new tiles for the donor wall. We thank the
following generous donors for their support.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Ken and Catherine Sousa
Richard, Mary Ann, Eileen and Diane Dooley
George and Inger Marianna Simpson
Chuck and Mary Jo Bacik
In Memory of Paul and Lorene Lee
Douglas and Judith Nurse

Tom Mintun was surprised and honored at having
a special tile dedicated to him by FOFL in
recognition of his years of service to the board.
Stop by and enjoy the newly cleaned and restored
wall and the special tiles. If you’d like to dedicate
a tile yourself and support our library programs,
please contact any of the board members.
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Community Read
T. Jeﬀerson Parker Book Launch
View a great video
of the event created
by Eva Marie Vargo:
https://youtu.be/
cqWQf1LGbcQ

A full house enjoyed the light lunch, T. J. Parker’s talk about
writing A Thousand Steps while in quarantine. A book signing
followed the lunch.

Groovy table decor by Nancy
Javier.

Some of the CR planning committee members: Back row:
Helen McHargue, Mary Jo Back, Nancy Javier, Eva Marie
Vargo. Front: Nancy Kreile, T. J. Parker.

Barnes and Noble did a fine job selling books.

A special thanks to the David T. and Dorris E. Staples Foundation for their generous contribution which
helped defray costs for the Community Read. And thanks also to Rose Jurosky, a supporter of library
activities who made a donation to the Community Read committee.
On the FOFL website home page you will find links to the Fallbrook Library Facebook page with more
information about upcoming events.
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Art at the Library
Carol Zaleski has been hard at
work for the past seven years
as the Director of Fine Art for
the Friends of the Fallbrook
Library. During these past
years, she, along with her
committee, have created
dozens of art exhibits which
have been enjoyed by the
community.
A show was hung just prior to
the closing of the library, but
because of the pandemic it was
never opened. And then no
shows were held during the
covid closure. But, as soon as
the library re-opened, Carol and
her committee decided to
continue with that same show
which is called “Mother Earth:
Fragile Planet.”
The exhibition is dedicated to
the late Larry Miller who
brought art to the people of
Fallbrook.
The theme of the show includes
the beauty of the earth, but also
the changes and harm we are
inflicting. Carol and her
committee invite you to attend
this beautiful show to help
inspire and give hope for the
future of our planet.
Prices for each piece can be
found in the Artist’s Book at the
library desk.

All library events are free. To learn more, stop by the library and see a complete list of events or check out the
San Diego County Library website: www.sdcl.org.
P. 4

PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON CURRENT YEAR’S
ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

•

2021-2022
The Friends continued in the tradition of helping to
maintain the Fallbrook Library as an excellent
resource to the community for information, reading
pleasure, cultural events and an informal
community center. We also continued our
commitment to enhancing and enriching the art and
technological of our library, and providing support
to our capable librarians.

Programs:
•

Enhancements Provided by the Friends:
•

Worked closely with financial advisors at Edward
Jones to ensure our investment strategy was
keeping up with trends in the marketplace.

•

Provided ongoing support of library circulation
materials, special collections and programs.

•

Thanks to the support of the Fallbrook Garden Club
the plants in the Poet’s patio and Reading Garden
are doing well.

•

Thanks to the tireless efforts of Carol Zaleski, the
Friends Fine Arts Director, the few art exhibitions
this past year that have been permitted were
spectacular.

•

Due to the restrictions on concerts in the Library the
Fallbrook Music Society made the decision to move
their concerts to the Mission Theatre in Fallbrook.

•

Bob Freaney and Friends have finally been allowed
to restart their very popular monthly concerts.

•

The Community Read returned this past year
thanks to the efforts of Nancy Javier and Helen
McHargue and was a great success featuring local
author T. Jefferson Parker. The fact that free
memberships were included in the ticket price
helped us achieve maximum participation.

In honor of the 10th anniversary of the library’s
construction a number of new donor wall tiles were
added thanks to Mary Jo Bacik’s coordination with
Betsy Schultz to develop an innovative new process
and the work of Eva Vargo to facilitate donation

The only programs permitted to date have been
geared toward adults. Hopefully, that will change
soon as we begin a new fiscal year in May.
Accomplishments:

•

The Bottom Shelf and their staff of volunteers under
the direction and leadership of Sue Billing once
again provided nearly 90% of the income needed to
provide Library Operational Support requirements
as they aggressively pursued alternative and
innovative ways to sell books both in the store and
on line through eBay and Amazon.

•

Debbie Schubarth, the Friends secretary this past
year has provided extremely accurate minutes of all
meetings that the Friends Board of Directors
conduct to provide full transparency to all
concerned.

•

If you received your annual Newsletter it should
have been quite clear that it has improved greatly
due to the expertise and skill of two ladies, Nancy
Javier and Helen McHargue.
Financials:

•

The community continued its active support of the
Friends through membership dues in spite of the
fact that they were suspended due to the pandemic.
However, donations, memorials, and support of the
Bottom Shelf continued in spite of the pandemic.

•

The Friends were able to provide full support to the
library, especially in the purchase of books via the
matching Funds program.

•

As a result of the fact that programs, for the most
part, were suspended this past year, the Friends
were able to move over $50,000 into dividend
producing mutual funds via Edward Jones to
replace the meager interest rates available at Wells
Fargo.

On-Going Activities:
•

We continue to look for opportunities to seek
donations from Fallbrook groups that have given
generously in the past recognizing that the
pandemic made that difficult for many of them.

•

Steve Lee, Publicity/Historian Director, has
developed an excellent relationship with personnel
at the “Village News” to ensure the widest possible
publication of Library events.
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How do the Friends Support the Library?

$

Bookstore
Sales
•Bottom Shelf
•Amazon
•Ebay

•
•
•
•
•

Donations
Individual
Businesses
Community
Organizations
Endowments

Planning
and
Decision
Making

Memberships
• Annual
• Life
• Business

Friends of the Fallbrook
Library Board of
Directors

Investments

Fallbrook Library Staff

Program Funding: 95% from Friends of the Fallbrook Library to supplement 5% from San Diego County Library.

Music Programs
Acoustic Showcase
Concert Series
Freaney & Friends

Art Displays

Permanent Art
Visiting Art

Entertainment/
Informational

Cinema Nights
Lecture Series
Writer’s Programs

Adult Programs
Book Clubs
Writing Programs
Author Appearances

Children’s Programs
Toddlers and Tunes
Kindergarten Gear-Up
First Grade at the Library
Book Clubs
Computers

Tween Programs
Crafts
Tech
Teen Programs
Crafts
Tech
Health/Fitness
Yoga
Zumba

Facility Maintenance
Patio Furniture
Fountains
Landscaping
Security Cameras
AV Equipment
Permanent Art
Equipment Preservation/
Improvement
Books and Materials
“Hot Right Now” Books
Book Club Books
DVDs
Publicity
Newsletter
Posters
Web Site
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How you can support the Friends
How would you like to be remembered?
What will your legacy be?
Consider a gift to Friends of the Fallbrook Library
when making retirement and estate plans.

Friends of the Fallbrook library is a
501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.
Gifts/donations support library
programs and may also oﬀer the
donor valuable tax benefits. We
encourage you to discuss possible
options with your financial,
investment or estate planning
professional.

A planned gift is a contribution arranged
in the present and allocated at a future date.
This type of giving makes an enduring statement about your
commitment to the Fallbrook Library and our community.
Commonly donated through a will or trust, planned gifts are most
often granted once the donor has passed away, or as a bequest
to honor someone special to you and the Fallbrook Library.

Planned gift options
Life insurance
Direct contributions through your IRA
IRA charitable roll-over gifts
Securities
Real estate
Retirement plan assets

FOFL Board of Directors

Volunteers committed to excellent
stewardship of your donations.
President - Mike Starling
Vice-President - Mary Jo Bacik
Secretary - Debbie Schubarth
Treasurer - Lynne Barker
Membership - Nancy Wilson
Fundraising/Donations - TBD
Bottom Shelf - Sue Billing
Historian/Publicity - Steve Lee
Website Manager - Eva Marie Vargo
Programs - Nancy Javier, Helen McHargue
Arts Committee - Carol Zaleski
Facilities Support - Sue Mintun
Newsletter - Nancy Javier, Helen McHargue
At Large: Pennie Leachman
Nancy Kreile
Non-profit Advisor - Penelope Parker

The power of your gift will expand over time and can have
influence on lives in our community far beyond your lifetime.
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Friends of the Fallbrook
Library

NEWSLETTER
P.O. Box 2586
Fallbrook, CA 92088

T

Annual Members

•
•
•
•

Individual $15.00+
Patron $25.00+
Business $50.00+
Organization $50.00+

Life Members

•
•
•
•
Add your name to the donor list, engraved in
stone, behind the beautiful gate of the
peaceful Poet’s Patio. Call us to find out how!

Individual $250.00
Family $500.00
Business $500.00
Organization $500.00

+ Consider adding a donation to your
membership. 100% of funds go to library
programs and services.

